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We deeply regret to announce the sudden death on September 24, 1986 of 
Dr. Hiroshi Hara, Professor Emeritus of the University of Tokyo and the Editor- 
in-chief of this Journal, at the age of 75. We lost one of the most active and 
foremost taxonomic botanists in Japan. 

He was born on January 5, 1911, in Tokyo. He was educated at the Uni¬ 
versity of Tokyo where he obtained his D. Sc. in 1939. He was appointed as a 
staff of Department of Botany of the University in 1934 and became professor 
in 1957. During his professorship in the University he was the director of the 
University Museum in 1968, the director of the Botanical Garden in 1970 and a 
member of Japan Academy from 1966 to 1968. He retired from the University and 
was awarded the Professor Emeritus in 1971. He was elected to the president 
of the Botanical Society of Japan from 1969 to 1974 and from 1979 to 1980. 
Also, he had been elected to member of the Committee for Spermatophyta and 
Council of International Association for Plant Taxonomy. He had been the 
Editor of this journal since 1942 and the editor-in-chief since 1975. 

He had published many original papers in these 55 years. His achievements 
for plant taxonomy include floristic studies on vascular plants of Japan and the 
Himalayas; taxonomic studies on many groups of flowering plants of Asia 
including monographic studies in Saxifragaceae, Rosaceae, Caprifoliaceae, Araceae 
and Liliaceae; and pioneer works in cytotaxonomy and biosystematics in Japan. 

His warmhearted personality was respected by all his friends and students 
and he was sorely missed. He will always be regarded as one of the greatest 
botanists in Japan. 

Ltc 0 *j*L$L± 

ff-t i"c CfcfålJlSÆ? Hiroyoshi Ohashi) 
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Dr. Hiroshi Hara, Professor Emeritus of Botany of Tokyo University and 
Editor-in-chief of this journal since 1975, left us for better helds on 24 Sep¬ 
tember last year. His sudden death was caused by the mascular dystrophy 
which started at his right foot and spread gradually upwards. Our sole con- 
solation is the faet that he seemed to be unconscious of the seriousness of his 
case. 

He was truely a born botanist and an outstanding plant taxonomist. His 
contributions to the nomenclature of the Japanese plants are not comparable to 
any others. For the last three decades of his lifetime, his main botanical in- 
terests were in the Himalayan flora in comparison with the Japanese. 

(j^Tl joj Takasi Tuyama) 
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